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state. This man, who had fled from Argos after committing
manslaughter, was a prophet descended from Melampus. His
ancestor had at one rime lived in Pylos, mother of sheep, and
been known among his fellow-citizens as a wealthy man with a
magnificent house. But a time came when he had to fly the
country and venture abroad to escape from the great but tyran-
nical King Neleus. The king seized his rich estate and kept it for
a whole year. Melampus meanwhile was a wretched prisoner
in the castle of Phylacus, reaping untold miseries, for Neleus*
daughter's sake, from the fit of infatuation into which that irre-
sistible goddess the Fury had cast him. However, he escaped
alive and managed to drive the lowing cattle from Phylace to
Pylos, where he had his revenge on King Neleus for the in-
justice done to him and secured the hand of the princess for his
brother. As for himself, he withdrew abroad, to the plains of
Argos, where he was destined to make his home and establish
his rule over a large part of the people. There he married, built
himself a splendid palace, and had two sturdy sons, Antiphates
and Mantius. Antiphates became the father of the doughty
Oicles, and Oicles, in his turn, of that great leader Amphiaraus,
a man whom Zeus and Apollo loved and blessed with every
mark of their favour. Even so he never came within sight of old
age, but fell at Thebes, the victim of a woman's avarice. His
sons were Alcmaeon and Amphilochus, while his brother
Mantius was the father ofPolypheides and Cleitus— Cleitus,
who was so lovely that Dawn of the golden throne carried
him off to forgather with the immortals, and the magnani-
mous Polypheides, who was made a seer by Apollo, and after
Amphiaraus' death succeeded him as the leading prophet in
the world. A quarrel with his father led him to migrate to
Hyperesie, where he settled and practised his profession.
It was his son, Theoclymenus by name, who now appeared
and came up to Telemachus, whom he found engaged in
libations and prayers by his black ship. friend/ he said to him
eagerly,A since I find you sacrificing here, I adjure you by your
sacrifice and the god you are honouring, and again by your own

